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Matthew's narrative of Judas' death is climaxed by the
last, and perhaps the most complex of his Reflexionszitate.
In keeping with other quotations of this type, uncertainties
concerning the source(s) and textual basis exist, complicated
in this case by the problematic reference to Jeremiah. The
disparate elemerts of the quotation and their close relation-
ship to the details of the narrative, along with apparent
contradictions to the parallel narrative in Acts 1:17-20,
suggest the existence of a creative exegetical procedure.
And many would call this procedure a midrash./1l/ The legitimacy
of this designation can be determined only after the close-knit
threads of narrative and gquotation have been unravelled. It
will be convenient to proceed by examining the quotation first
and then the relationship of the narrative and the quotation.

I. The Quotation

The text of the citation is drawn mainly from Zech 11:13,
although several important elements find no counterpart in
Zechariah. In view of the ascription of the citation to
Jeremiah, these extraneous elemnents are best explained by
supposing that a passage from that prophecy has influenced the
quotation./2/ It will be necessary to test this hypothesis
by looking closely at the relationship between Lhe quotation,
the narrative and suggested background passages from Jeremiah.
The complexity cof the textual background and the freedomwith
which the texts are used warrant a phrase-by-phrase
investigation of the citation. For convenience of reference,
I include here the MT and LXX of Zech 1l: 12b-13:
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